
my hope that  some of you (the more the better!) will 
contribute to future issues. We can include anything 
that pertains to the family…family history, news, 
upcoming family events, family recipes and pictures.
    Send any contributions to me at 
VickiRobb@yahoo.com. Or mail them to me at
Vicki Fooks
3511 NW 19th Place
Gainesville, FL 32605 

--Vicki Robb Fooks

Wmany Robb(e) family newsletters. I got the idea 
for doing a newsletter several months ago when 
I “met” and began corresponding by email with 
second cousins I never knew I had.
   It dawned on me that although I have always 
thought of my immediate family as small, there are 
bound to be many relatives that I’ve never met; 
people who I have a common bond with...family 
history.
   I began researching my family history about eight 
years ago when I married. Since then I have gone 
from knowing the names of my great grandparents, 
to tracing my line (with a lot of help from others) back 

from Ireland--William Robbe. 

quite satisfying to be able to trace your family back 
so many generations. But for me, that wasn’t enough. 
Maybe my background as a writer is the culprit, but 
I like to know the stories behind people and events. 
And who would know those stories better than the 
people themselves?
   But with families spread throughout the country 

relatives. For my part, I knew my parent’s siblings 
and their families and on my father’s side, I knew my 
grandparents, their siblings and their families. But 
that was it. My great grandfather Ezra James Robb 
had seven siblings, but I didn’t know any of them or 
their families, until recetly.
   That is why I decided to begin this newsletter...as 
a way for all of us to share our stories, our family 
history and our common interests. 
   This isn’t MY newsletter, however, it is OURS. It’s 

Why MacFarlane?
You may have noticed the name MacFarlane in 
the family crest above. Why MacFarlane, you 
wonder? Well, lads and lassies, back in the days of 
yor there was no family Robbe. In fact, most clan 
and family encyclopedias list Robb(e) or MacRobb 
as a sept of Clan MacFarlane. 

The MacFarlane’s were a war-like clan in 
the western part of the Scottish Highlands. They 
descended from Alwyn, Celtic Earl of Lennox, 
whose great grandson sheltered Robert the Bruce. 
The MacFarlane’s opposed Mary, Queen of Scots 
and were noted for their gallantry at the Battle 
of Langside in 1568. The clan motto is “This I’ll 
Defend.”

In the 16th and 17th centuries the clan 
was deprived of lands and name. Many clan 
members emigrated to Ireland, some adopting the 
name Robbe or MacRobb. 

The MacFarlanes were reknowned cattle 
thieves. Their thievery so successful that the full 
moon was known as “MacFarlane’s Lantern.”



Profile

Newton Robb has always been fascinating 
to me. He was a Methodist minister. At various 
times he was also said to be a rum runner and 
reportedly helped runaway slaves escape across 
Lake Erie from New York into Canada during 
the Civil War. I don’t know if these romanticized 

kind of documentation.
     Newton was born May 21, 1841 in Webster, 
NY, the youngest of three sons of James and 
Alzada (Ingoldsby) Robb. He married Margaret 
Fitzgerald Conway, an 
Irish immigrant, in 
1868. Newton and 
Margaret had eight 
children: Alzada, 
Margaret, Frances, 
Georgianna, Julliet, 
Asher, Ezra and Laura. 
Ezra, born December 
5, 1884, was my great 
grandfather. 
     My grandmother 
Doris (Waters) Robb, 
(wife of Ezra’s son 
Cecil) once wrote the 
following story about 
“Grandpa Robb.”

Grandpa Newton Robb, a shrewd horse-trader, lived 
by Faith, preaching the Gospel to sympathetic listeners 
in several charges in New York state.
     He would stay over Sunday with some of his 
parishioners and on Monday mornings he would drive 

Cattaraugus.
     One Saturday night after he retired, his friends 
heard him praying loudly and earnestly, “Now Lord, 
you know my money’s gone. We’ve got to feed and 
clothe the children. Now Lord, I’m trying to bring 
sheep into the fold and deliver souls from Hell. But 
you’ve got to help me with my children. I’m depending 
on you, Lord.”
     His friends hurried around the small parish and 
after church services the next day they presented him 
with a larger than usual contribution. Grandpa raised 
his white beard and strong hands to Heaven and said, 

“Thank ye, Lord. I knew you’d provide.”
     One young cynic, knowing about the loud and 
earnest prayers, suspected the parson of more horse-
trading shrewdness than gospel-reading faith. But he 
was surprised Monday morning to see Grandpa, on his 
way home, stop and picke up a big ugly looking bruiser, 
and give him a ride.
     Alarmed for the old man’s safety, the young cynic 
followed in his own rig to the next town. He saw the 
tramp leave, then the young man approached Parson 
Robb. “Elder,” he said, “aren’t you afraid to give bums 
a ride when you are all alone, have a nice rig and a 
purse of cash with you?”
     Grandpa’s sharp brown eyes seemed to look straight 
through the younger man. “Son,” he answered, “when 
the Lord goes to the trouble of providing me with 
money, He will see to it that no one takes it away from 
me.”

    Newton died 
in 1921. He and 
Margaret, who 
died in 1918,  are 
buried in the 
Liberty Park 
Cemetery  in 
Cattaragus, NY.

Steve and Vicki’s Family History
     http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~geniepage/
index.html

Clan MacFarlane
      http://www.macfarlane.org/

Rootsweb
     http://www.rootsweb.com/

Family Search
     http://www.familysearch.org/



Having a get-together or family reunion? 
Want to announce births, marriages or 
other important events? Do you have 
certain genealogy interests? Looking for 
someone? Want to add your email or 
regular address and information to a 
family address book? Send any 
announcements or requests to Vicki Robb 
Fooks at VickiRobb@yahoo.com


